RETIRED RMPLOYEES OF KERN COUNTY
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES

January 9, 2007
The meeting was called to order at 12:00 p.m. by President Jeanne Berkshire.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Walter Stewart and a moment of silence was held in honor of Alice Wolley.  Attending our meeting today were three new retirees.
After a great lunch, 1st Vice President Earlene Smith introduced our speaker, Jeremy Oliver from the Aging and Adult Services Department.  Jeremy spoke on numerous ways that Elder Abuse can happen, what signs to look for and how to report what you think may be Elder Abuse.  Questions were asked regarding abuse in care homes or long-term care facilities.  Jeremy stated that their Department looks at anyone over the age of 65 or between the age of 18 and 64 who are disabled and that there is NO qualification as far as income.  

President Jeanne Berkshire introduced Michelle Watson from Kern Federal Credit Union.   Michelle announced that the Credit Union has a new logo which she shared with our members.  Michelle reported that the Credit Union is offering a free Estate Planning Seminar on February 7th from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. for 35-40 people.  She also reminded our members of their Annual Meeting which will be on April 19th.

President Jeanne Berkshire introduced Sheila Roth, a member, who reported on the Reading Program that is in the elementary schools.  Sheila stated that it is a program that you can volunteer 1 hour a week reading with students who need the extra help.  Sheila announced that Jerry Dodd both volunteer in this Reading Program.

BUSINESS MEETING:

TREASURER, Mary Lou Bennett gave the Treasurer’s Report for November 2006 which showed that REOKC membership as of November 30, 2006 was 3,651.  Mary Lou also gave the Treasurer’s Report for December 2006 which showed that REOKC membership as of December 31, 2006 was 3,657.

CRCEA – No Report

EYE GLASS – Helen Heath reported that she has collected 25 pair of glasses, 25 cases and 6 pair of dark glasses since her last report.

SUNSHINE – Belva Jared announced that she sent Get Well Cards to Stan Martinez and Alice Wolley and shortly thereafter she sent Sympathy Cards to the families.  Belva also sent an additional 4 Get Well Cards and 1 Sympathy Card.
HOST/HOSTESS PROGRAM – Mary Lou Bennett reported for the month of November there were 35 volunteers who worked 107 hours and assisted 1,347 visitors and for the month of December there were 29 volunteers who worked 88 hours and assisted 1,135 visitors to the County Administration Building.  The total visitors assisted since 1992 through 2006 is 243,336.

NEWSLETTER – President Jeanne Berkshire announced that we are looking for a person who has knowledge of Publishers to put the TREND together in house. Please contact one of the Board members if you are interested.  Vicki Stronach has been the editor while in college but now she is working full time as a teacher.  Another volunteer that is needed is a person to help Doris Smith with reservations.  We lost Alice Wolley and Ola Langley has been filling in but does not want to do it permanently.  Ann Harrison has volunteered to help Doris Smith with the understanding that Doris is the BOSS!!!  Jeanne announced that the bowl that is at the table where you purchase raffle tickets is for the homeless shelter and this past December, Mary Lou took a check in the amount of $190 to the homeless shelter and they were very appreciative.  
OLD BUSINESS:  No Old Business

NEW BUSINESS:  No New Business

The attendance prize was won by Ealise Denman.  There were 3 jars of candy and 3 Atlas’s donated from Kern Federal Credit Union and 51 cups of $5.00 in each to be used as prizes.  After distribution of the prizes, the meeting was adjourned at 1:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted this 17th day of January, 2007.

Ginger Mello, Secretary 
